
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 June 2021 

Elvis Festival calling upon the 
community to help 

 
With just over six months to go, Parkes Elvis Festival is shaping up to be even bigger and better than ever. Fans have 
been all shook up after missing 2021, and are super excited about 2022. With more than 24,000 visitors expected, 
accommodation is in high demand and local support is needed to meet this need.  
 
Parkes accommodation providers are booked to capacity and the Festival is already receiving an unprecedented 
volume of enquiries for alternative options. We need to give the fans a warm Parkes welcome, and help them attend 
this event. 
 
As a result, the Festival are calling upon the community to help. Local home-owners are able to offer guests anything 
from a spare bed or room, to their whole house for visitors to rent through the Home Hosting program conducted 
through Ray White Parkes. 
 
Festival Director Cathy Treasure highlights "Home hosting is a great opportunity for Festival fans to experience the 
welcoming community essence of Parkes. What better way for locals to showcase their community spirit by opening 
their homes to new and potentially ongoing friendships for future Festivals." 
 
"Accommodation is the biggest challenge to the growth of the Festival." Ms Treasure added, "We are receiving calls 
every day from people wanting accommodation. Many Festival attendees are feeling disappointed; they have 
attended our Festival religiously for many years and are struggling to find a place to stay in 2022. I'd love to be able 
to offer more people a place to stay in Parkes to come along and enjoy the atmosphere.'  
 
There are over 200 people currently on a waiting list with Ray White who need a bed. For the Festival’s success, it is 
imperative that we match these people to a home as soon as possible. Ray White's Home Hosting manager Gail 
Richardson urges home-owners to register early, “Fans attending the Festival want to know they have 
accommodation early. If we cannot confirm their beds before tickets go on sale in September, they often cancel their 
plans to visit Parkes. This is disappointing for the fans and the Festival. We would love to be able to accommodate 
every enquiry. We urge anybody going away over the Festival period or with a room to spare to consider the Home 
Hosting program so we can continue to take bookings." 
 
Ray White's policies ensure that all homes have necessary contents insurance and are inspected for cleanliness, 
suitability, and comfort.  For those with reservations about prospective tenants, Ray White works with home-owners 
to match suitable tenants to relevant households. With payment for Home Hosting debited into participants' account 
before Christmas, the program offers homeowners an incentive of a bit of extra cash to cover the expenses of the 
festive season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
If you are interested in offering your home or a room in your home for the Home Hosting Program, you are invited 
to attend an information session to be held at the Parkes Leagues Club on from 5-7pm on 14 July.  
 
To register for the information session or for further information please contact Gail at Ray White Real Estate Parkes 
on 6862 1900 or via elvis.parkes@raywhite.com.  

 
END RELEASE 

 
 
INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY: 
Richard and Rachel Rice - 41 Cecile Street, Parkes - 0427 623 210  
Richard and Rachel have hosted guests via Home Hosting since 2019. They have great feedback about their 
involvement in the program. 
Rachel Rice says "Home Hosting was an easy and seamless process. We would definitely do it again and encourage 
other locals to sign up and help the festival.  
 

 
Happy home hosters, Rachel and Richard Rice 
 
Media contact: Tiffany Steel, Parkes Elvis Festival Marketing Coordinator - 0437 117 171 
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